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1. A meeting was held on 12 March 1952 between Dr. Gustav Heinemann and leading
members of the eastern CDU. Those present included Pastor Koch and his wife,
Gerald Goetting, Otto Nuschke and his wife, Hans-Paul Ganter-Gilmans, Dr
Heinrich Toeplitz and his wife, and Propst Heinrich Grueber. The conversation
centered on the Soviet uote and its meaning for Germany. Grueber and Heinémann
agreed that the note offered a great chance for Germany.

2. The first item discussed was the gquestion whether a peace treaty would confirm
the agreement made by the East German government concerning the Oder-Nelgse
border. The following points were brought cut:

a. Goetting and Nuschke felt that the note meant the continuation af the
Oder-Neisse line since the note definitely stated that the territory of
Germany was to be limited by the Potsdam decisions. Helnemann and Koeh,
congidering the attitude of the U.S., France, and Britailn regarding the
boundary, felt that the British and French would not "die for Koenlgsberg"
and that the U.S. has never shown in dlplomatic exchanges any intention
of recognizing alterations in the existing border. Helnemann emphasized
that although the border is peinful to many Germans it is & problem
gubordinate to the maintemance to peace.

b. Heinemann asked Nuschke why the DDR slgned the Oder-Neisse agreement
vefore the conelusion of & treaty with all Germany. Nuschke and Goetting
gave the suewer that world politics made necessary the consolidation of
the relationship between Poland and Germany and that only with the support
of neighboring states could the central 1ssue of German unity be undertaken.

CLASSIFICATION SECRET

STATE # | x | navy x | NsrB DISTRIBUTION

T AEINEE I LY 1

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/04 : CIA-RDP82-00457R011600200003-2



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/04 : CIA-RDP82-00457R011600200003-2

50X1-HUM

SECRET

-

¢. The Saar gquestion appeared to Heinemann to portend difficulty for the
French if the U,S.S.R. and Germany should ingist on retaining this district;
but he and Koch felt that the Saar appears to be a point more easily dlscussed
with the French than the issue of a Germany remilitarized by the Americans.

Heinemsnn considered the suggestion of a national army to be a clever move
by the Soviets,but polnted out that this issue will engender the most resistance
on the part of the West, which could be expected to say that such a limited
army would nat be ready to bold off existing Soviet power behind the Oder-
Neigsge line. Heinemann feels that with U.S. forces moved to France and
Belgium, the U.3. would really be out of Europe and forced to rely on bases
on the other side of the Atlantic, while the U.S.S.R. has the possibility

of moving quickly into Germany. Heinemann believes 1t important that the
peace treaty contain a guarantee by the signatory powers, including Germsny,
on the inviolability of the territory established in the treaty. He believes
such a declaration by the U.3.8.R. and other signatories would destroy any
argument based on the ease with which the U.S.S.R. could attack Germany, and
would give the young German state security of its borders.

Heinemann asked the others for their opinions concerning the setting up of

a German government whi ch would be capable of signing a treaty with the big
powers. Heinemann had intended to make a suggestion at the councll session

of the Evangelical Church that the Church or Bishap Otto Dibelius turn to

the governments of Fast and West Germany urglng a common congultation on the
implementation of elections for a national assembly, and possibly making
available the House of Bishops as a neutral meeting-place. Grueber, Nuschke,
and Goetting rejected this idea and asked Helnemann to request from the couneil
session that it turn to the people with a demand to test the U.S.3.R. suggesgtion
carefully and to announce their readiness for talks on a German peace treaty.

Helnemann meéntioned the question of the U.N. commission, and suggested to
Nuschke that the DDR allow the U.N. representatives to visit the DDR, and,
at the same time, tie Bonn to supporting the implementation of free, secret,
and democratic elections in all Germany. Goetting explalned to Helnemann
that the U.N. commiassion was organized by the United States and Adenauver to
hinder the electiona. Heinemann Tinally conceded the point after the others
emphasized this line. )

To Heinemann's question about the formation of a government in Germany,
Goetting,Nuschke, etc., mentioned the suggestion of the Weimar election law.
This point was fully discussed betwees Heinemann and Nuschke, with the latter
against the aingle united election district advocated by Heinemann. Discussion
of this point was closed by Goetting and Toeplitz, who remarked that it is
only of second rank comparad to the wore important issues of elections and

a peace treaty.

Heinemann mentioned the question of prisoners in the DDR, asking Nuschke about
the possibility of an amnesty for political prisoners. Nuschke and Toeplitz
referred to the fact that it has always been the West which has dramatized
this point and used it in the political struggle between East and West.
Nuschke brought out the cases of war criminals whoge punishment was Justified,
although he stated that he has always interceded for those whose punishments
he felt to be greater than thelr crime called for. Toeplitz emphasized the
many cases which show that the "spy ministry"™ of Jacob Kalser and groups

such as the Kampfgruppe and Freiheitliche Juristen are attempting to turn

DDR citizens against the atabte. Helnemann sald he had spoken to Kaiser about
this and the latter had denied giving money for such purposes.

The talk concluded in agreement to gather all possible foreces for the demand
for a peace treaty.
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